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Executive Summary 
Over the past two decades, hazard mitigation has gained increased national attention due to the 

large number of natural disasters that have occurred throughout the U.S. and the rapid rise in 

costs associated with those disaster recoveries.  It has become apparent that money spent 

mitigating potential impacts of a disaster event can result in substantial savings of life and 

property.  With these benefit cost ratios being extremely advantageous, the Disaster Mitigation 

Act of 2000 was developed as U.S. Federal legislation that reinforces the importance of pre-

disaster mitigation planning by calling for local governments to develop mitigation plans (44 CFR 

201).  

The purpose of a local hazard mitigation plan is to identify the community’s notable risks and 

specific vulnerabilities, and then to create/implement corresponding mitigation projects to 

address those areas of concern.  This methodology helps reduce human, environmental, and 

economical costs from natural and man-made hazards through the creation of long-term 

mitigation initiatives.  

The advantages of developing a local hazard mitigation plan are numerous including improved 

post-disaster decision making, education on mitigation approaches, an organizational method 

for prioritizing mitigation projects, etc.  It has been noted that communities who successful 

complete and maintain a mitigation plan receive larger amounts of Federal and State funding to 

be used on mitigation projects, and receive these funds faster, than communities who do not 

have a plan.  Such funding sources that the plan caters to are Pre-Disaster Mitigation, Flood 

Mitigation Assistance, and Hazard Mitigation Grant Programs.  

The 2018 update of the Blount County Hazard Mitigation Plan was created to act as a well 

though-out guide to be used by, and for, the people of Blount County. For this plan to be 

successful, each jurisdiction within the county participated in the drafting and preparation of the 

plan update.  These participating jurisdictions include: 

 Blount County 

 City of Alcoa 

 City of Friendsville 

 Town of Louisville 

 City of Maryville 

 Town of Rockford 

 City of Townsend 

In reference to federal code title 44 CFR 201, an updated hazard mitigation plan is required to 

be submitted to both TEMA (State) and FEMA (Federal) for review every five years to be 

reapproved. When the plan is deemed “approval pending adoption” by FEMA (44 CFR 

201.6(c)5), each of the participating jurisdictions will adopt the plan through a local resolution.  
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Section 1: Planning Process 

Planning Process Update 
The original Blount County Hazard Mitigation Plan was created and approved by FEMA in 2006. 

Per federal requirements stated in 44 CFR 201, all local hazard mitigation plans are required to 

go through a FEMA update review every 5 years to remain eligible for hazard mitigation grants. 

This update methodology was developed to assure that local governments are continuing to re-

evaluate their risks and to regularly implement mitigation projects that can reduce community 

vulnerabilities.  

The beginning of the plan’s five year update process took place at a meeting between Blount 

County Emergency Management, Blount County Highway Department, law enforcement, fire 

and rescue, Chamber and business leaders and representatives from all three school systems 

and utility and public works agencies as well as the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency 

(TEMA) on Sept. 20, 2016 in Room 433 at the Blount County Courthouse. (See Appendix 1).  At 

this meeting Blount County Emergency Management stated that they would continue the role 

of leading staff and interested persons in updating their mitigation plan. 

The tasks to be undertaken by Blount County Emergency Management consisted of continuing 

to get agencies and the public involved in the county’s mitigation efforts, performing the written 

required 5-year plan update, and soliciting for new mitigation actions/projects to be added to 

the plan.  TEMA provided requested technical assistance at the beginning of the update process 

by presenting successful strategies that have been used in updating hazard mitigation plans; (a 

service established as part of the newly created Tennessee Mitigation Initiative). Sign in sheets 

and notes from all of the Hazard Vulnerability Assessment meetings also are included in 

Appendix 1. 

Prior to this meeting Blount County Emergency Management Director Lance Coleman began 

reorganizing the county-wide hazard mitigation committee. Realizing that a successful 

mitigation committee includes a number of representatives, specialists, and individuals who can 

give valuable/unique insights that local emergency management staff may not have considered; 

invites to be a part of this plan update included open invitations to elected officials, county and 

city staff, representatives of the jurisdictions, neighboring counties, local businesses, state 

agencies, private organizations, academia, non-profits, and other notable persons.  
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Within this plan update committee all jurisdictions remained participants, as well as a cross-

section of other representatives. The Blount County Hazard Mitigation Committee for the plan 

update consists of the following members: 

Member Representation 

Lance Coleman (committee chair) Blount County EMA Director 

Steven Cardwell Asst. Director Blount County EMA 

Susan Porter  Blount County E911, supervisor/training officer 

Jeremy Pearson City of Alcoa Planning Department, planner 

Doug McClanahan Blount County Fire Department, chief 

Mike Caylor Maryville Fire Department, deputy chief 

Jonathan Rodgers Rural/ Metro, Operations Manager 

David Carswell Alcoa Police Department, Chief 

Jimmy Long Blount County E911 director 

David Graves Maryville Police Department, captain 

Don Stallions/Tim Tipton Blount County Government/Risk Manager/General Services 
Director. 

Gary Stein American Red Cross, volunteer/Blount LEPC chair  

Rachel Buchanan Blount Partnership, director of economic development 

Terry Willett Town of Rockford, City Recorder 

Tony Crisp Maryville Fire and Police Departments, Chief 

Bob Crane TEMA, District Coordinator 

David Prichard  Director of Maryville Planning 

Doug Hancock Blount County Planner 

Robert Schmidt Blount County Health Department, director 

Ronnie Lett Greenback Volunteer Fire Department, chief 

Jeff Headrick/Chico Messer Blount County Highway Department: superintendent and 
assistant superintendent 

Stan Burnette  Blount County Schools, student services supervisor 

Deputy Chief Darren Stinnett Alcoa Fire Department 

Mike Jeffries City of Friendsville, deputy chief 

Chief Don Stallions Townsend Area Volunteer Fire Department chief 

Jerry Roberts Newell/Rubbermaid tooling manager 

Charles Loveday Tennessee Air National Guard fire department chief 

Chief John Linsenbigler Seymour Volunteer Fire Department 

Marcus Sheppard Blount Memorial Hospital, Emergency Preparedness 
Coordinator 

Mayor Tom Bickers Town of Louisville 

Michelle Harrigan TEMA, Emergency Management Planner 
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The Blount County Hazard Mitigation Committee continues to be the county’s lead in all 

mitigation efforts and in the development of the county’s mitigation plan. The committee 

member’s efforts in the plan update were broken down into five stages: 1) analysis of the 

original plan (the plan as it stood prior to the updates), 2) updating of the plan, 3) public 

participation, 4) review of the final updated plan, and 5) adoption of the plan.   

Stage 1:  
During the analysis of the plan, Blount County Emergency Management reviewed the 

original county plan and made notes on what sections would require the main updates. 

Blount County Emergency Management suggested that the two core areas for needed 

updates were in the risk/vulnerability assessment and in the restructuring of the county’s 

listed hazard mitigation projects. 

 

Stage 2: 
From there the committee started making the updates to the plan. The initial Blount County 

Hazard Mitigation Committee meeting held on Sept. 20, 2016 in Room 433 at the Blount 

County Courthouse. Then six Hazard Vulnerability Assessments were done for all five 

incorporated areas and the unincorporated areas of Blount County. The meetings happened 

on the following dates: Oct. 11, 2016, for unincorporated areas of Blount County at the 

Blount County Courthouse Room 433; Oct. 17, 2016, for the City of Alcoa at the City of Alcoa 

Municipal Building; Oct. 18, 2016, for the City of Townsend at the Tally Ho Inn; Oct. 20, 

2016, for the City of Friendsville at the Friendsville Volunteer Fire Department; Oct. 25, 

2016, for the City of Maryville at the City of Maryville Fire Department; Oct. 31, 2016, at the 

Blount County Courthouse Room 433 for the towns of Rockford and Louisville. Appendix 1 

provides a copy of each meeting’s sign in sheets and minutes. 

 

Tasks in the Hazard Vulnerability Assessments meetings included re-evaluating the plan’s 

hazards, re-assessing their risks, re-calculating each jurisdiction’s vulnerable areas, re-

establishing the county’s mitigation goals, soliciting for new mitigation projects to be added 

to the plan, and examining the status of mitigation projects listed in the original plan. TEMA 

personnel were available to answer mitigation planning and grant questions. 

 

To give Hazard Mitigation Planning Team members an update of progress, Blount County 

Emergency Management Agency Director Lance Coleman and Assistant Director Steven 

Cardwell held a second meeting on June 25, 2018 in Room 433 of the Blount County 

Courthouse. Although not many of the Hazard Mitigation Planning Team were able to attend 

because of prior commitments, member Trevis Gardner did suggest asking a member of the 

county realtor’s association and/or the county’s homebuilder’s association to inspect the 

plan as well. Appendix 2 provides copies of the meetings’ attendance sheets.  

 

Stage 3: 
Since obtaining public participation at meetings is often difficult to impossible, Blount 

County decided to take a different route. To encourage public involvement during this 

drafting stage, the Blount County Hazard Mitigation Committee advertised in a newspaper 

of general circulation that from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  from August 20-24, the plan was made 

available for public viewing at the Blount County Mayor’s Office at 341 Court St., 
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Maryville, TN 37804. A sign in sheet along with a form for comments was also placed with 

the plan. This was the most beneficial and effective way for Blount County to accomplish 

this mission. This provided a great opportunity for the public to comment and give input 

on the plan during the update drafting stage, to contribute in project proposals, and to 

participate in project reprioritization.  

    While no one from the general public took advantage of the opportunity, once Blount 

County receives Approval Pending Adoption by FEMA, the public will be afforded another 

opportunity to provide input. Appendix 3 provides a copy of the meeting’s attendance 

sheet and public notice for the meeting.  

 

Although no members of the public attended the advertised meeting or came to the office 

to review the document during the week, public comments would have been incorporated 

within the plan if they did. Blount County will continue public outreach and comment 

incorporation throughout all future planning processes.  

 

Stage 4: 
Next the committee evaluated the written updates of the plan against FEMA’s crosswalk 

requirements via email correspondence. This also included having the jurisdictions review 

the drafts that specifically addressed aspects of their jurisdiction before the plan is sent to 

FEMA for review.  

 

Stage 5: 
Upon receiving the “Approval Pending Adoption” designation from FEMA’s review, the 

public will be given a chance to comment on the final draft of the update plan prior to its 

adoption by each local jurisdiction. This opportunity will take place at a local board meeting 

for each jurisdiction before the updated plan adoption decision takes place. The opportunity 

for final public comment will therefore be documented through the receipt of a signed 

adoption resolution.   

 

Review of Existing Information 
A preliminary review of existing plans, reports, and information was conducted during the initial 

phase of creating the Blount County Hazard Mitigation Plan. The primary purpose of reviewing 

this information was to identifying local hazards, recognizing local risks, and understanding 

different local vulnerabilities.  The following list of sources identifies some of the existing studies 

that were reviewed: 

 State of Tennessee Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 Tennessee Emergency Management Plan (TEMP) 

 U.S. Census Bureau 

 FEMA Mitigation “How to” Guides 

 NOAA National Climatic Data Center (NCDC) storm reports 

 Blount County Basic Emergency Operations Plan (BEOP) 

 Blount Memorial Hospital Emergency Preparedness Manual.  

 Blount County School Safety Plan 
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All of the listed plans, studies, and data sources were incorporated into the Blount County 

Hazard Mitigation Plan.  These sources developed the plan’s hazard, risk, and vulnerability 

assessment sections that in return led to the establishment of meaningful mitigation actions 

Updates within the Plan  
It is important to note that this countywide plan was entirely reorganized and updated head-to-

toe from the original Blount County Hazard Mitigation Plan. Blount County reviewed and 

analyzed each section of the original plan and made updates in the following ways: 

Section 1: Planning Process 
Blount County updated the original plan’s description of the planning process to include the new 

or no longer participating committee members, updated the plan’s description of the most 

recent countywide mitigation meetings that took place in 2016 and 2018, and documented the 

last opportunities for the public to get involved. Blount County also compiled a new list of 

existing documents that they reviewed in updating the plan.  

Section 2: County Profile 
Blount County created a new development trends section within this plan update. 

Section 3: Risk Assessment 
The committee kept all of their listed hazards from the original 2006 Blount County Hazard 

Mitigation Plan in the 2018 update except for ‘Hazardous Materials,’ which was deemed to be 

better profiled in the county’s BEOP than the hazard mitigation plan. Both FEMA & TEMA only 

review natural hazards in county hazard mitigation plans and ‘Hazardous Materials’ doesn’t fall 

under this category. 

As part of the plan update, Blount County updated their previous occurrence hazard listings to 

cover the most recent five years and re-evaluated each hazard’s extent, probability, & potential 

impacts. The county then decided to use a different method for determining vulnerabilities/risks 

because this new method was considered superior to the older plan’s method. Also the plan 

now has a HAZUS-flood model study and simplified countywide floodplain maps for the first 

time, (as seen in the plan’s appendices).  

Section 4: Mitigation Strategy  
Blount County kept their mitigation goals from the 2006 plan the same for the 2018 plan 

update, but has utilized a new method for prioritizing mitigation projects, (thought to be 

superior to the previous method). Blount County also has brainstormed some new mitigation 

projects that were added to the list, used a new chart method to profile project details, and 

developed a system to describe where their previous plan’s projects are in terms of being 

implemented.  

Section 5: Plan Maintenance  
Blount County updated how they would work with the other jurisdictions in monitoring, 

evaluating, and updating the plan, provided an updated list of mechanisms they could 

incorporate mitigation within, stated that Blount County Basic Emergency Operations Plan has 

mitigation concepts incorporated within it, and updated how all the jurisdictions would keep the 

public involved in updating processes.  
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Section 2: County Profile 

Development Trends 
Blount County is one of the oldest counties in Tennessee. The County contains 584 square miles 

and is bordered on the east by the Great Smoky Mountains National Park and on the west by 

the great chain of lakes created by the Tennessee Valley Authority. Little River, flowing out of 

the Great Smoky Mountains, winds its way across the County and pours into the Tennessee 

Valley lakes. The Little Tennessee River parallels the southern border. The County is served by 

several major highways: U.S. Highway 129, 140, 411 and 321, as well as State Route 33 and 95, 

and State Highway 73.  

More than 100 manufacturing plants can be found in Blount County.  DENSO Manufacturing TN, 

Inc. and Rubbermaid are two of the area’s newest and growing employers. Denso is the largest 

employer in the county, with all three school systems, ALCOA, Inc., Clayton Homes and Blount 

Memorial Hospital being other leaders.   

There are more than 200 churches in Blount County. Blount Memorial Hospital is the main 

hospital in Blount County. There are three main public school systems in Blount County: Alcoa 

City Schools, Maryville City Schools, and Blount County Schools. Also, there are five private 

schools that serve the area. 

According to Property Assessor Tim Helton, the majority of residential and commercial growth 

occurring in Blount County as of June of 2018 was in the West Maryville/Blount County area in 

and around Morganton Road, in the eastern portion of the county in the 

Walland/Seymour/Townsend area and in central Alcoa where a new city center with combined 

residential/professional/commercial development is in the beginning stages of infrastructure 

construction.  “Building permits always follow infrastructure development,” he said. 

Population specifics are as follows: City of Alcoa 9,316; City of Friendsville 845; Town of 

Louisville 2,434; City of Maryville 27,824; Town of Rockford 873; City of Townsend 470; and 

Blount County Unincorporated 83,903. 

According to the Boyd Center for Economic and Business Research at the University of 

Tennessee, Blount County’s total population as of July 1, 2016, based on the 2016 Intercensal 

Population Estimate, was 128, 670. Boyd Center projections show the total population in Blount 

County continuing to grow in the two years since the Intercensal Population Estimate was 

released (130,122 in 2017 and 131,538 in 2018), as well as in each of the next 10 years running 

through 2028.  Boyd Center projections show the following populations figures per year: 

132,919 in 2019; 134,265 in 2020; 135,580 in 2021; 136,865 in 2022; 138116 in 2023; 139,337 in 

2024; 140,526 in 2025; 141,685 in 2026; 142,813 in 2027; 133912 in 2028.  

The Boyd Center projections are based in part on birth rates, death rates and the rates at which 

people are projected to migrate to and from each county in the state.  
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Section 3: Risk Assessment 

Hazard Identification 
To begin to assess Blount County’s risk to natural hazards and identify the community’s areas of 

highest vulnerability, the mitigation committee had to identify which hazards have or could 

impact the county.  This hazard identification process began with researching previous hazard 

events that have occurred in Blount County by going through newspaper articles, Blount County 

Emergency Management records, and recalling personal experiences.  From there Emergency 

Management staff also analyzed hazard events that could occur in the county by reviewing 

scientific studies and the State of Tennessee Hazard Mitigation Plan.  The following hazards have 

been identified as hazards of concern by the Blount County mitigation committee within the 

update process.  

Flooding 
Flooding events occur when excess water from rivers and other bodies of water overflow onto 

riverbanks and adjacent floodplains.  In addition, lower lying regions can collect water from 

rainfall and poorly drained land can accumulate rainfall through ponding on the surface.  Floods 

in Blount County are usually caused by rainfall, but may also be caused by snowmelt and man-

made incidents.  The below charts explain common ways flooding occurs and common factors 

that contribute toward the severity of floods. 

 

SOURCE: THE FIELD STUDIES COUNCIL 
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In Blount County some areas are more flood-prone than others. One of the ways of identifying 

these flood-prone areas is through determining the county’s 100- and 500-year floodplains.  

100-year floods are calculated to be the level of flood water expected to be equaled or 

exceeded every 100 years on average, meaning a flood that has a 1% chance of being equaled or 

exceeded in magnitude in any single year.  A 500-year floodplain has a 0.2% chance.  A 100-year 

floodplain would include the areas adjoining a stream, river, or watercourse that would be 

covered by water in the event of a 100-year flood (see diagram below). 

Characteristics of a Floodplain 

 

SOURCE: FEMA 

In Blount County, all jurisdictions have 100-year floodplains located within their boundaries and 

all jurisdictions are susceptible to smaller localized flooding outside of the 100-year floodplains.  

Areas in the county known to flood more often include, according to TEMA and the Blount 

County Highway Department:  

 The 6200 block of Old Walland Highway 

 The 900 block of East Lincoln Street 

 The 700 block of Oxford Hills Drive 

 1311 A.R. Davis Road 

 537 Helton Road 

 2053 Porter Bridge Road 

 2316 Chota Road 

 3411 McGhee Road 

 799 Carr’s Creek Road 

Detailed Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) are also included in Appendix 6, which shows 

where FEMA has placed the 100-year and 500-year floodplains for each jurisdiction.   

Blount County historically has had many flood events in the past. Based on NOAA NCDC data, 

the following charts provide a list of flood events occurring in Blount County from December 

2007 to December 2017 and a list of floods with descriptions of their impacts imposed on the 

community.  
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Flood Events in Blount County: Dec. 2007 to Dec. 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flood Impacts in Blount County: Dec. 2007 – Dec. 2017 

Location Date Impact Description 

Alcoa 9/26/2009 Heavy rainfall resulted in area flooding from Alcoa to Maryville. 
Several area roads had several inches to nearly a foot of water. 

Walland 8/5/2012 Several roads in the area were impassable. Mudslide occurred 
on Old Walland Highway. 

Walland 1/15/2013 Several homes were flooded. 

Maryville 1/30/2013 Bridge washout on Carrs Creek Road. Low area of Old Walland 
Hwy along the river had two feet of water. 

Townsend 1/30/2013 Several roads closed across the county. 

Sixmile 12/2/2015 Helton Road closed by flooding. 

Maryville 12/2/2015 Blockhouse Road closed by flooding. 

Maryville 4/23/2017 Several roadways were flooded across Blount County and the 
city of Maryville. 

 

Small localized flood events are likely to occur at least once a year in Blount County. The severity 

of flooding that may occur in the county is measured by inches of rainfall and by feet of 

flooding.  Based on previous occurrences, in a worst case scenario it is possible for the extent of 

a flooding event to reach 6.48 inches of rainfall over two days and cause 15.75 feet of localized 

flooding – flood stage for the Little River is 8 feet. This occurred on March 27, 28, 1994. 

 

 

 

 

Location Date Type Deaths Injuries Property Damage 

Alcoa 9/26/2009 Flood 0 0 0 

Walland 8/5/2012 Flash Flood 0 0 3K 

Walland 8/5/2012 Flash Flood 0 0 1K 

Walland 1/15/2013 Flood 0 0 10K 

Maryville 1/30/2013 Flood 0 0 0 

Townsend 1/30/2013 Flood 0 0 10K 

Sixmile 12/2/2015 Flood 0 0 0 

Maryville 12/2/2015 Flood 0 0 0 

Maryville 4/23/2017 Flood 0 0 1K 
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Another flood incident of note was the May 2010 Tennessee Flood Event (DR-1909), where 20 

inches or more of rainfall amassed within two days (see following map). 

Tennessee May Flood- Precipitation for May 1st & 2nd 2010 

 

SOURCE: NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE 

 

According to a NOAA Flood Risk Map (see map below), the majority of Tennessee was located in 

an “above average” risk of flooding zone during spring 2010.  This proposed vulnerability is 

coupled with the fact that on average Tennessee usually acquires over 50-60 inches of rainfall a 

year (see following map). 

Flood Risk Map 

 

SOURCE: NOAA 
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Average Annual Precipitation per Year (1971-2000) 

 

SOURCE: SPATIAL CLIMATE ANALYSIS SERVICE, OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY 

Blount County uses a ranking system to determine each jurisdiction’s vulnerability to flooding 

events. This system is based off simple arithmetic which analyzes potential impacts to 

determine vulnerabilities and then analyzes the probability of a flood event occurring to 

calculate a flood risk ranking for each jurisdiction. 

 

Jurisdiction 
Impacts Vulnerability 

Human Property Business H+P+B=#; #/3=V 

Blount County 

Unincorporated 

2 5 2 3 

City of Alcoa 1 3 1 1.66 

Town of Friendsville 4 5 3 4 

Town of Louisville 1 4 1 2 

City of Maryville 1 3 1 1.66 

Town of Rockford 2 4 2 2.67 

Town of Townsend 4 4 2 3.33 
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Jurisdiction Vulnerability Probability 
Risk 

V+P=R 

Blount County 

Unincorporated 

3 2 5 Moderate 

City of Alcoa 1.66 1 2.66 Low 

Town of Friendsville 4 3 7 High 

Town of Louisville 2 1 3 Low 

City of Maryville 1.66 1 2.66 Low 

Town of Rockford 2.67 1 3.67 Moderate 

Town of Townsend 3.33 3 6.33 Medium 

 

Scale 

Low 2-3.6 

Moderate 3.7-5.2 

Medium 5.3-6.8 

High 6.9-8.4 

Severe 8.5-10 

 



_________________________________ 
Blount County, TN 
Hazard Mitigation Plan 
March 2018 Update         16 

 

For further information about flooding hazards in Blount County, see the HAZUS vulnerability 

study in Appendix 7.   

Tornadoes/Severe Storms 
According to the National Weather Service, to consider a storm severe it must encompass one of 

three traits: produce winds greater than 58 miles per hour (50.4 knots), produce hail of an inch or 

greater in diameter, or produce tornadoes. On average, a typical county in Tennessee has about 10 

severe storm watches per year (see map below).   

Average Severe Storm Watches Per Year (1999-2008) 

 

SOURCE: NOAA/NWS STORM PREDICTION CENTER 

 

A tornado is a violently rotating column of air that extends from a thunderstorm, etc. down to 

the ground, and can reach wind speeds of 40 mph to 250 mph and higher. Tornadoes paths, 

lengths, and widths can vary greatly.  In Blount County, all jurisdictions are vulnerable to 
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tornado threats.  The following map places much of Tennessee in the highest wind zone (see 

following map).   

Wind Zones in the United States 

 

SOURCE: FEMA 

 

Blount County historically has had a few tornadoes in the past. Based on NOAA NCDC data, the 

following charts provide a list of tornado events occurring in Blount County from December 

2007 to December 2017 and a description of each tornado’s impacts within the county. 

 

Tornado Events in Blount County: Dec. 2007 to Dec. 2017 

Location Date Extent Deaths Injuries Property 
Damages 

Lanier 4/25/2010 EF2 0 0 20K 

Kiser 3/23/2011 EF3 0 2 2.5M 

Chilhowee 4/27/2011 EF4 0 0 1M 

Maryville 4/27/2011 unknown 0 0 0 

Middle 
Settlement 

4/27/2011 EF0 0 0 10K 

Chilhowee 4/27/2011 EF0 0 0 10K 

Brick Mill  4/27/2011 EF0 0 0 10K 

Marble Hill 2/29/2012 EF0 0 0 25K 

Prospect 3/1/2012 EF0 0 0 20K 
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Tornado Impacts in Blount County: Dec. 2007 to Dec. 2017 

Location Date Impact Description 

Lanier 4/25/2010 It was classified as an EF2 tornado with winds estimated at 110 
mph with a path width of 100 yards. 

Kiser 3/23/2011 An EF-3 tornado produced 140 mph winds along a 5.8 mile path 
with a maximum damage path width of 500 yards. Twenty six 
homes sustained damage ranging from fifty percent to entirely 
demolished as a result of the tornado. 

Chilhowee 4/27/2011 An EF4 tornado touched down west of Chilhowee Lake in 
northern Monroe County. The max wind of 170 mph smashed a 
TVA transmission tower in the Lake, and ground up miles of 
forest in both Cherokee National Forest, then in Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. This tornado started in northern 
Monroe County in the Cherokee National Forest, then crossed 
Chilhowee Lake where it smashed a tower entering into Blount 
County. Its total path was 14.5 miles long. 

Maryville 4/27/2011 Funnel cloud from a thunderstorm between Maryville and 
Greenback. 

Middle 
Settlement 

4/27/2011 An EF0 tornado touched downed near Louisville. It formed near 
Dug Gap Road and tracked to near Topside Road and Singleton 
Station Road where it dissipated. The max winds of 70 mph 
downed trees along its path. 

Chilhowee 4/27/2011 EF0 tornado touched down near Chilhowee Lake in Monroe 
County and tracked into Blount County where it dissipated. It 
had a path width of 440 yards and a path length of 15 miles. The 
max wind of 70 mph downed many trees. 

Brick Mill  4/27/2011 An EF0 tornado touched down just east of Greenback. It had a 
path width of 100 yards and a path length of 3.8 miles. The 70 
mph wind downed several trees. 

Marble Hill 2/29/2012 An EF0 tornado touched down in Blount County 3 miles 
northeast of Greenback on Maple Lane. It had a path width of 
about 100 yards and a path length of 3/4 of a mile. The 
maximum wind of 85 mph was responsible for damaging a few 
trees and dislodging a light awning from the front of a house. 

Prospect 3/1/2012 An EF-0 tornado touched down three miles south of Seymour 
on Keener Road. The path length was 1.5 miles long with a 
width of 70 yards. The tornado generated winds around 75 
miles an hour. 

 

 

 

 

Based on previous occurrences, tornado events are likely to occur approximately every two 

years or so in Blount County; (see the following map for other probability information). 
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Average Number of Tornadoes Per Year 

 

SOURCE: OKLAHOMA CLIMATOLOGICAL SURVEY 

 

The severity of tornadoes that may occur in the county is measured using the Enhanced Fujita 

Scale for tornadoes (see chart below).  Based on historical events, in a worst case scenario it is 

possible for the extent of a tornado to exceed an EF4 ranking. The EF4 tornado on April 27, 

2011, moved from Monroe County into Blount County with a maximum wind speed of 170 mph. 

It smashed a TVA transmission tower in the lake and ground up miles of forest in both the 

Cherokee National Forest and then the Great Smoky Mountain National Park. The total path was 

14.5 miles long. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fujita Scale/Enhanced Fujita Scale for Tornadoes 
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SOURCE: NOAA NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE; THE TORNADO PROJECT  

 

Hail 
Hail is the frozen form of precipitation, falling as small spheres of solid ice. Even though the risk 

from hail is relatively low, all jurisdictions have the possibility of hail causing some window and 

roof damage. Historically, hail events occur about twice a year in Blount County. The severity of 

hail is measured by the diameter of the hail itself, commonly using the TORRO Hail Index (see 

following chart). Blount County’s largest hail extent is reported at 1.75 inches (H5) on April 27, 

2011 in Friendsville, May 26, 2011 in Maryville and Feb. 29, 2012 in Maryville. Most of the 

county’s hail events only were reported causing minor roof damage to several homes and 

vehicles. 

 

TORRO Hail Index 

SOURCE: THE TORNADO & STORM RESEARCH ORGANIZATION 
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The following chart provides hail event information for Blount County between December 2007 

and December 2017. 

Hail Events in Blount County: Dec. 2007 to Dec. 2017 

Location Date Extent in 
Inches 

Deaths Injuries Property 
Damage 

Alcoa 5/9/2008 1 0 0 0 

Maryville 5/9/2008 1 0 0 0 

Happy Valley 5/15/2009 0.88 0 0 0 

Oakhurst 6/3/2009 1 0 0 0 

Maryville 6/17/2009 0.75 0 0 0 

Cades Cove 6/17/2009 0.75 0 0 0 

Alcoa 8/27/2009 1 0 0 1K 

Maryville 5/28/2010 1 0 0 0 

Big Springs 4/27/2011 1 0 0 0 

Knoxville McGhee Tyson 4/27/2011 1 0 0 0 

Friendsville 4/27/2011 1.75 0 0 0 

Townsend 4/27/2011 1.25 0 0 0 

Maryville 5/26/2011 1.5 0 0 0 

Marble Hill 5/26/2011 1.25 0 0 0 

Maryville 5/26/2011 1.25 0 0 0 

Maryville 5/26/2011 1.75 0 0 0 

Maryville 5/26/2011 1.5 0 0 0 

Alcoa 8/18/2011 1 0 0 0 

Maryville 2/29/2012 1.75 0 0 0 

Townsend 2/29/2012 1 0 0 0 

Maryville 3/2/2012 1 0 0 0 

Maryville 3/29/2012 1 0 0 0 

Tallassee 4/1/2012 1 0 0 0 

Happy Valley 4/3/2012 1 0 0 0 

Alcoa 7/27/2014 1 0 0 0 

Walland 6/2/2015 1 0 0 0 

Pumpkin Center 5/2/2016 1 0 0 0 

Prospect 6/14/2016 1 0 0 0 

 

Severe Storm Winds 
Severe storm winds most commonly occur as straight-line winds; a downburst of wind created 

by an area of significantly rain-cooled air that spreads out in all directions after hitting the 

ground. All jurisdictions are vulnerable to receiving damage from these severe storm winds. 

Historically, severe storm wind events occur about six times a year in Blount County. The 

severity of severe storm winds is commonly measured by wind speed (knots or mph).  

The following chart provides severe storm wind event information for Blount County between 

December 2010 and December 2017.  
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Wind Events in Blount County: Dec. 2010 – Dec. 2017 

Location Date Extent in KTS Deaths Injuries Property Damage 

Blount County 2/1/2011 60 0 0 15K 

Blount County 2/25/2011 55 0 0 8K 

Maryville 4/4/2011 55 0 0 10K 

Knoxville McGhee Tysons 4/25/2011 50 0 0 0 

Walland 4/27/2011 50 0 0 3K 

Maryville 4/27/2011 55 0 0 10K 

Alcoa 4/27/2011 60 0 0 40K 

Townsend 5/22/2011 55 0 0 0 

Townsend 5/22/2011 55 0 0 0 

Maryville 6/21/2011 52 0 0 5K 

Maryville 6/21/2011 52 0 0 0 

Lanier 7/4/2011 50 0 0 0 

Kagley 7/12/2011 50 0 0 0 

Alcoa 8/3/2011 50 0 0 5K 

Maryville 8/8/2011 52 0 0 5K 

Shooks Gap 8/8/2011 52 0 0 3K 

Alcoa 8/18/2011 52 0 0 3K 

Maryville 9/3/2011 55 0 0 0 

Plainfield 3/29/2012 50 0 0 0 

Alcoa 5/31/2012 50 0 0 0 

Townsend 6/14/2012 50 0 0 2K 

Townsend 6/14/2012 50 0 0 2K 

Townsend 7/1/2012 50 0 0 0 

Forest Hill 7/5/2012 60 0 0 0 

Maryville 7/5/2012 60 0 0 0 

Cades Cove 7/5/2012 60 0 3 0 

Tremont 7/5/2012 60 0 4 0 

Walland 8/9/2012 50 0 0 3K 

Blount County 12/20/2012 55 0 0 8K 

Blount County 12/20/2012 60 0 0 25K 

Blount County 2/10/2013 55 0 0 5K 

Blount County 2/10/2013 55 0 0 5K 

Blount County 2/10/2013 55 0 0 5K 

Blount County 2/26/2013 53 0 0 8K 

Happy Valley 5/21/2013 50 0 0 0 

Maryville 5/21/2013 50 0 0 0 

Maryville 6/13/2013 50 0 0 8K 

Friendsville 8/23/2013 50 0 0 2K 

Blount County 2/5/2014 55 0 0 5K 

Blount County 2/5/2014 55 0 0 5K 

Knoxville McGhee Tysons 2/21/2014 55 0 0 0 
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Wellsville 5/22/2014 50 0 0 0 

Maryville 7/24/2014 50 0 0 0 

Alcoa 7/27/2014 50 0 0 0 

Townsend 7/27/2014 60 0 0 0 

Townsend 7/27/2014 50 0 0 0 

Walland 8/20/2014 50 0 0 5K 

Blount County 10/13/2014 39 0 0 0 

Blount County 10/14/2014 50 0 0 0 

Blount County 10/14/2014 60 0 0 15K 

Blount County 10/14/2014 60 0 0 15K 

Blount County 2/21/2015 43 0 0 0 

Blount County 2/21/2015 42 0 0 0 

Maryville 4/19/2015 55 0 0 10K 

Townsend 4/25/2015 50 0 0 5K 

Townsend 7/14/2015 50 0 0 0 

Townsend 7/14/2015 50 0 0 0 

Arline 7/20/2015 50 0 0 0 

Walland 8/10/2015 50 0 0 0 

Blount County 12/28/2015 55 0 0 0 

Blount County 12/28/2015 56 0 0 0 

Forest Hill 6/17/2016 50 0 0 0 

Blockhouse 6/17/2016 50 0 0 0 

Cades Cove 6/17/2016 50 0 0 0 

Rockey Branch 7/8/2016 60 0 0 0 

Knoxville McGhee Tysons 7/8/2016 55 0 0 0 

Maryville 8/27/2016 50 0 0 0 

Maryville 8/27/2016 50 0 0 0 

Maryville 11/30/2016 50 0 0 0 

Little River 2/25/2017 50 0 0 0 

Providence 3/21/2017 50 0 0 0 

Chilhowee 3/21/2017 50 0 0 0 

Cades Cove 3/21/2017 50 0 0 0 

Mentor 4/17/2017 50 0 0 0 

Maryville 5/27/2017 50 0 0 0 

Knoxville McGhee Tysons 11/18/2017 50 0 0 0 

 

Throughout the county all buildings and infrastructure are vulnerable to tornadoes and severe 

storm impacts. Blount County’s building stock can be broken down into the following 

percentage categories:  80.4% residential, 12.9% commercial, 3.3 % industrial, 0.3% agricultural, 

0.4 % governmental, 2.0% religious, and 0.8% educational.  Impacts could range from slight roof 

damages caused by hail to total structure flattening caused by strong tornadoes. In the county, 

manufactured homes, electrical lines, and older barns are some of the most vulnerable features.  
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Blount County uses a ranking system to determine each jurisdiction’s vulnerability to severe 

storm events (with a focus on tornadoes). This system is based off simple arithmetic which 

analyzes potential impacts to determine vulnerabilities and then analyzes the probability of a 

severe storm event occurring to calculate a risk ranking for each jurisdiction.   

 

Jurisdiction 
Impacts Vulnerability 

Human Property Business H+P+B=#; #/3=V 

Blount County 

Unincorporated 

4 5 1 3.3 

City of Alcoa 2 3 1 2.00 

City of Friendsville 4 3 5 4.00 

Town of Louisville 2 4 1 2.33 

City of Maryville 4 5 3 4.00 

Town of Rockford 3 4 1 2.67 

City of Townsend 4 3 1 2.66 

 

Jurisdiction Vulnerability Probability 
Risk 

V+P=R 

Blount County 

Unincorporated 

3.3 5 8.33 High 

City of Alcoa 2.00 2 4.00 Moderate 

City of Friendsville 4.00 4 8.00 High 

Town of Louisville 2.33 3 5.33 Medium 

City of Maryville 4.00 3 7.00 High 

Town of Rockford 2.67 2 4.67 Moderate 

City of Townsend 2.66 5 7.66 High 
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Freezes/Winter Storms 
A freeze occurs when temperatures are below 32 degrees Fahrenheit for a period of time.  

These temperatures can damage agricultural crops, burst water pipes, and create layers of 

“black ice.” Winter storms are events that can range from a few hours of moderate snow to 

blizzard-like circumstances that can affect driving conditions and impact communications, 

electricity, and other services. In Blount County, all jurisdictions are vulnerable to freezes and 

moderate winter storms, but not to the severity level seen in much of the northern U.S.   

Based on previous occurrences, Blount County usually experiences one major winter storm 

event once a year on average. The severity of winter storms is commonly measured by inches of 

snowfall. It is possible for snowfall to accumulate over 5 inches in Blount County, such as on Dec. 

26, 2010 when between 5- and 10-inches of snow was reported.  

The average mean snowfall per year in Blount County is 7.37 inches, based on previous recorded 

amounts between 2007 and 2017. (See map below). 
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Average Mean Snowfall Per Year

 

SOURCE: NOAA 

Blount County can experience temperatures between 10 degrees to 0 degrees Fahrenheit, thus 

causing multiple freeze conditions during the winter months (see the following map for other 

average lows).  

 

Average Annual Low Temperatures 

 

SOURCE: NOAA 
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The following chart provides winter storm event information for Blount County between 

December 2010 and December 2017.  

Winter Events in Blount County: Dec. 2010 to Dec. 2017 

Event Type Date Impact Description 

Heavy Snow 12/12/2010 9 inches of snow at Cades Cove southwest of 
Townsend. 

Ice Storm 12/16/2010 Freezing rain produced 0.25 inches of ice on the roads 
in Maryville. 

Heavy Snow 12/26/2010 5 to 10 inches of snow reported. 

Heavy Snow 1/10/2011 3.8 to 5.5 inches of snow reported.  

Heavy Snow 3/5/2013 Six inches of snow was reported. 

Heavy Snow 2/12/2014 6 inches of snow reported. 

Heavy Snow 2/13/2014 6.5 to 7 inches of snow reported. 

Heavy Snow 11/1/2014 3 inches of snow was measured with several trees 
downed due to heavy snow along Tremont Road. 

Heavy Snow 2/25/2015 4.0 inches of snow reported. 

Heavy Snow 2/26/2015 4.5 to 9 inches of snow reported. 

Heavy Snow 1/22/2016 4 inches of snow reported. 

Heavy Snow 1/6/2017 4 inches of snow reported. 

Heavy Snow 1/6/2017 5 to 6 inches of snow reported. 

 

Throughout the county many buildings and the majority of infrastructure networks can be 

vulnerable to winter storm impacts. Blount County’s building stock can be broken down into the 

following percentage categories:  80.4% residential, 12.9% commercial, 3.3% industrial, 0.3% 

agricultural, 0.4% governmental, 2.0% religious, and 0.8% educational.  Many of these structures 

wouldn’t receive direct impacts from winter storms but they could receive indirect impacts such 

downed electrical lines that cut off electricity to the structures, frozen pipelines that crack, 

destroyed agriculture crops, and customers not being able to access travels to the structures 

due to ice covered roads. In the county, road traveling conditions, electrical lines, and 

agricultural functions are some of the most vulnerable features.  

Blount County uses a ranking system to determine each jurisdiction’s vulnerability to 

freezes/winter storm events. This system is based off simple arithmetic which analyzes potential 

impacts to determine vulnerabilities and then analyzes the probability of a freeze/winter storm 

event occurring to calculate a risk ranking for each jurisdiction.  
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Jurisdiction 
Impacts Vulnerability 

Human Property Business H+P+B=#; #/3=V 

Blount County 

Unincorporated 

4 5 2 3.66 

City of Alcoa 3 3 1 2.00 

City of Friendsville 4 4 4 4.00 

Town of Louisville 2 4 1 2.33 

City of Maryville 2 3 2 2.33 

Town of Rockford 1 3 1 1.66 

City of Townsend 2 3 1 2.00 

 

Jurisdiction Vulnerability Probability 
Risk 

V+P=R 

Blount County 

Unincorporated 

3.66 4 7.66 High 

City of Alcoa 2.00 1 3.00 Low 

City of Friendsville 4.00 3 7.00 High 

Town of Louisville 2.33 2 4.33 Moderate 

City of Maryville 2.33 5 7.33 High 

Town of Rockford 1.66 1 2.66 Low 

City of Townsend 2.00 4 6.00 Medium 
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Wildfires 
Blount County has a range of no vegetation to uninhabited areas. Wildfires are not only in 

forested areas. Many occur in grassland areas such as yards and pastures.  When the conditions 

are right, all these areas become vulnerable to devastating wildfires. Below is the Wildland 

Urban Interface for Blount County. 
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According to the TN Division of Forestry, debris burning and arson are the two main causes of 

wildfires. Generally, there are three major factors that sustain wildfires and allow for predictions 

of a given area’s potential to burn. These factors include:  

 Fuel;  

 Topography; and  

 Weather.  

 

Fuel is the material that feeds a fire and is a key factor in wildfire behavior. Fuel is generally 

classified by type and by volume. Fuel sources are diverse and include everything from dead tree 

needles, twigs, and branches to dead standing trees, live trees, brush, and cured grasses. Man-

made structures and other associated combustibles are also to be considered as a fuel source. 

The type of prevalent fuel directly influences the behavior of wildfire. Light fuels such as grasses 

burn quickly and serve as a catalyst for spreading wildfires.  

An area’s topography (terrain and land slopes) affects its susceptibility to wildfire spread. Fire 

intensities and rates of spread increase as slope increases due to the tendency of heat from a 

fire to rise via convection and radiation. The natural arrangement of vegetation throughout a 

hillside can also contribute to increased fire activity on slopes  

Weather components such as temperature, relative humidity, wind, and lightning also affect the 

potential for wildfire. High temperatures and low relative humidity dry out the fuels that feed 

the wildfire creating a situation where fuel will more readily ignite and burn more intensely. 

Wind is the most treacherous weather factor. The issue of drought conditions contributes to 

concerns about wildfire vulnerability. 

East Tennessee typically has two fire seasons.  The spring fire season, prompted by warming 

weather, begins about February 15 and ends near May 15th, when the forest has "greened up".  

Fall fire season begins around October 15, when the leaves begin to fall and usually ends 

December 15th due to shorter, cooler, wetter days.  Still, wildland fires occur year round.  A 

burning permit is required for outdoor burning between October 15th and May 15th. 
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Blount County is located in the East Tennessee District of the TN Division of Forestry. The TN 

Division of Forestry provides statistics for each region, summarizing wildfire events. Below are 

the statistics for Blount County from 2007 to 2016. 

 

Year # of 

Fires 

Forested 

# of Fires 

Non-

Forested 

Total # of 

Acres 

Forested 

# of 

Acres 

Non-

Forested 

Total Size Area 

2016 13 3 16 1,932.5 6.3 1,938.8 121.2 0.007 

2015 1 0 1 0.5   0.5 0.5 0.000 

2014 8 5 13 46.5 15.8 62.3 4.8 0.000 

2013 3 0 3 145.0   145.0 48.3 0.001 

2012 8 1 9 110.5 0.6 111.1 12.3 0.000 

2011 1 0 1 185.0   185.0 185.0 0.001 

2010 4 0 4 284.0   284.0 71.0 0.001 

2009 4 0 4 33.0   33.0 8.3 0.000 

2008 5 2 7 691.5 35.0 726.5 103.8 0.003 

2007 19 1 20 836.3 13.5 849.8 42.5 0.003 

 

Jurisdiction 
Impacts Vulnerability 

Human Property Business H+P+B=#; #/3=V 

Blount County 

Unincorporated 

2 5 1 2.66 

City of Alcoa N/A N/A N/A N/A 

City of Friendsville 2 3 3 2.6 

Town of Louisville 1 3 1 1.67 

City of Maryville N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Town of Rockford 2 5 1 2.67 

City of Townsend 2 4 2 2.66 
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Jurisdiction Vulnerability Probability 
Risk 

V+P=R 

Blount County 

Unincorporated 

2.66 5 7.66 High 

City of Alcoa N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Town of Friendsville 2.6 3 5.6 Medium 

Town of Louisville 1.67 2 3.67 Moderate 

City of Maryville N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Town of Rockford 2.67 1 3.67 Moderate 

Town of Townsend 2.66 2 4.66 Moderate 

 

Blount County Presidential Declared Disaster Chart:  

(Jan. 1993 – Dec. 2017) 

DR Date Event Type 
Public 

Assistance 

Individual 

Assistance 

4211 5/7/2015 Winter Storm, Flooding Yes No 

1974 6/7/2011 Severe Storms, Tornado, 

Straight Line Winds, Flooding 

Yes No 

1464 5/8/2003 Severe Storms, Tornado, 

Flooding 

No Yes 

1408 4/5/2002 Storms, Flooding Yes Yes 

1215 4/20/1998 Severe Storms, Tornado, 

Flooding 

No Yes 

1022 4/14/1994 Rain, Flash Flooding Yes Yes 

 

The May 27th 2017 storm caused straight line winds and extensive damage in Blount County and 

the Springbrook community of Alcoa was also a Presidentially Declared Disaster – Disaster 4620. 

While damage didn’t rise to the level of Individual Assistance, Public Assistance was awarded by 

the Federal Emergency Management Agency to help agencies, departments and first responders 

recoup some of the cost of responding to the storm. 
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Section 4: Mitigation Strategy 

Mitigation Goals 
The purpose for developing a set of Goals is to clearly state the community’s overall vision for 

hazard mitigation and to provide a path towards building a safer, more resilient community.  

The Blount County Hazard Mitigation Committee identified the following goals to be the 

forefront in the overall development of this plan update. All actions/projects recommended as 

mitigation efforts for the Hazard Mitigation Plan must first meet or further at least one of these 

goals.  The goals are provided in a ranked order where the first goal is paramount.  

Goal 1: Protect the lives and health of citizens from the effects of natural hazards. 

 

Goal 2: Emphasize mitigation planning to decrease vulnerability of existing and new 

structures. 

 

Goal 3: Encourage public support and commitment to hazard mitigation, by communicating 

mitigation benefits.  

 

Identification and Prioritization of Mitigation Projects 
Blount County has developed a comprehensive range of mitigation projects. These projects 

were solicited and identified by the different entities whom make up the Blount County Hazard 

Mitigation Committee. Once the proposed projects attained a sponsoring agency and the details 

of the projects were discussed by the committee, the committee then proceeded to prioritize 

the mitigation projects.  

The prioritization process was important since most mitigation projects represent a large 

investment of financial and personal resources. By evaluating each project’s degree of feasibility 

and the level of costs versus benefits, Blount County was able to determine when and which 

projects should be implemented based on available funding and time.  

The Blount County Hazard Mitigation Committee used the SAFE-T method to prioritize these 

projects.  This approach was adopted from the successful methodology used by other counties 

in FEMA Region 4.  This rating system uses five variables to evaluate the overall feasibility and 

appropriateness: Societal, Administrative, Financial, Environmental, and Technical.  A focus on 

this methodology emphasizes the use of a cost-benefit review to maximize benefits.  
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Committee members ranked the projects as a group by determining the value for each variable 

and then by adding the variables rates up for a project sum value.  All the project rankings can 

be seen on the Blount County Hazard Mitigation Project List.  

Blount County Project List 
The following Project List provides an overview of all the Blount County Hazard Mitigation 

Committee projects.  This includes potential funding sources, implementation timeframes, the 

project’s responsible agency, and other information.  This list is to remain active and updated. 
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Blount County Project List 

Priori

ty 

Rank 

Action/Project Hazard 

Mitigat

ed 

Jurisdictions 

Benefitted/Represe

nted 

Addresses New or 

Existing/Infrastruc

ture 

Responsibl

e Agency 

Possib

le 

Fundi

ng 

Sourc

e 

Timefra

me 

5 Utilities placed on 

steel poles or 

buried.  

All All New and Existing Sevier 

County 

Electric, 

Maryville 

and Alcoa 

Electric 

FEMA 10 

years. 

1 Safe Rooms in or 

at existing 

community 

centers 

Tornad

o 

All New and Existing  Blount 

County 

Emergency 

Manageme

nt 

FEMA 10 years 

2 Buying Flood 

Prone 

Properties/Rebuil

ding 

bridges/raising 

roads/Installing 

culverts 

Floodin

g 

All New and Existing Blount 

County 

Emergency 

Manageme

nt 

FEMA 10 years 

3 Building Codes 

Upgrade 

All All New and Existing Individual 

municipalit

ies 

 5 years 

4 Regional Storm 

Water Detention 

Pond 

Floodin

g 

Maryville/Alcoa New and Existing Blount 

County 

Emergency 

Manageme

nt 

FEMA 5 years 

 

Timeframe: The timeframes listed for each project represent the timeframe for each project 

once each is funded either through hazard mitigation grant funds or other funds. 

Project Priorities:  

The priority of Townsend’s Hazard Mitigation Projects would mirror the rankings of the natural 

hazards facing the city: 1. Wind (microbursts and severe weather), 2. Flooding, 3. Snow/ice and 

winter storms,4. Wildfire. 

The priority of Rockford’s Hazard Mitigation Projects would mirror the rankings of the natural 

hazards facing the town: 1. Windstorms/Severe Weather, 2. Flooding and Wildfire and 4. 

Snow/Ice/Winterstorm. 
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The priority of Louisville’s Hazard Mitigation Projects would mirror rankings of the natural hazards 

facing the town: 1. Windstorms/Severe Weather, 2. Snow/Ice/Winter Storms, 3. Wildfire, 4. 

Flooding. 

The priority of Alcoa’s Hazard Mitigation Projects would mirror rankings of the natural hazards facing 

the city: 1. Lightning and Windstorms, 3. Snow/Ice/Winter Storms, 4. Flooding. 

The priority of (unincorporated) Blount County’s Hazard Mitigation Projects would mirror rankings of 

the natural hazards facing the unincorporated county: 1. Windstorms/Severe Weather, 2. 

Snow/Ice/Winterstorms and Wildfires, 4. Flooding.   

The priority of Friendsville’s Hazard Mitigation Projects would mirror rankings of the natural hazards 

facing the Town of Friendsville: 1. Snow/Ice/Winter Storms; 2. Wind Storms; 3. Flooding; 4. Wildfire. 

The priority of Maryville’s Hazard Mitigation Projects would mirror rankings of the natural hazards 

facing the city: 1. Wind Storms/Severe Weather; 2. Snow/Ice/Winter Storms; 3. Flooding; 4. Tornado 

 

Blount County Project List by Jurisdiction  

Town of Louisville 

Windstorm/Severe Weather 1-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 1-B Building codes upgrade 

 1-C Safe Rooms 

Snow/Ice/Winter Storms 2-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 2-B Building codes upgrade 
2-C Safe Rooms 

Wildfire 3-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 3-B Building codes upgrade 

 3-C Firewise Training 

Flooding 4-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 4-B Building codes upgrade 

 4-C Buying flood-prone properties/ building bridges/raising roads 

City of Maryville 

Snow/Ice/Winter Storms 1-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 1-B Building codes upgrade 

 1-C Safe rooms 

Wind Storms/Severe Weather 2-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 2-B Building codes upgrade 

 2-C Safe rooms 

Flooding 3-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 3-B Building codes upgrade 

 3-C Buying flood-prone properties/building bridges/raising roads 

 3-D Regional Detention pond 

Tornado 4-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 4-B Building codes upgrade 
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 4-C Safe Rooms 

Blount County Unincorporated 

Wind Storms/Severe Weather 1-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 1-B Building codes upgrade 

 1-C Safe rooms 

Snow/Ice/Winter storms & Wild fires 2-A/3-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 2-B/3-B  Building codes upgrade 

 2-C/3-C  Firewise Education 

Flooding 4-A Utilities  buried or hardened 

 4-B Building codes upgrade 

 4-C Buying flood-prone properties/building bridges/raising roads 

City of Alcoa 

Windstorms/Severe Weather & Lightning 1-A/2-A  Utilities buried or hardened 

 1-B/2-B  Building codes upgrade 

 1-C/2-C  Safe rooms 

Snow/Ice/Winter storms 3-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 3-B Building codes upgrade 
3-C Safe Rooms 

Flooding 4-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 4-B Building codes upgrade 

 4-C Buying flood-prone properties/building bridges/raising roads 

 4-D Regional detention pond 

Town of Friendsville 

Snow/Ice/Winter storms 1-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 1-B Building codes upgrade 
1-C Safe Rooms 

Wind storms/Severe Weather 2-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 2-B Building codes upgrade 

 2-C Safe rooms 

Flooding 3-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 3-B Building codes upgrade 

 3-C Buying flood-prone properties/building bridges/raising roads 

Wildfire 4-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 4-B Building codes upgrade 

 4-C Firewise Education 

Town of Townsend 

Wind storms/Severe Weather 1-A Utilities  buried or hardened 

 1-B Building codes upgrade 

 1-C Safe rooms 

Flooding 2-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 2-B Building codes upgrade 

 2-C Buying flood-prone properties/building bridges/raising roads 
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Snow/Ice/Winter storms 3-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 3-B Building codes upgrade 
3-C Safe Rooms 

Wildfire 4-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 4-B Building codes upgrade 

 4-C Firewise Education 

Town of Rockford 

Wind Storms/Severe Weather 1-A Utilities buried or hardened 

 1-B Building codes upgrade 

 1-C Safe Rooms 

Flooding and Wildfires tied 2-A/3-A  Utilities buried or hardened 

 2-B/3-B  Building codes upgrade 

 2-C/3-C  Buying Flood-prone properties/building bridges/raising 
roads 

 2-D/3-D  Firewise Education 

Snow/Ice/Winter Storms 4-A -Utilities buried or hardened 

 4-B Building codes upgrade 
4-C Safe Rooms 

Mitigation Actions/Projects with emphasis on new and existing buildings 
 

Reducing Hazard Impact on New Buildings and Infrastructure 

Some of the mitigation actions and projects included in this plan include:  

 Adopting and/or enforcing comprehensive building codes.  

 Requiring emergency generator pigtails on new government and special needs structures.  

 Providing builders information on hazard areas and associated restrictions.  

 Restrictions on building structures in hazard areas.  

 Developing and or enforcing a comprehensive land use plan.  

 Encouraging new power lines to be buried to reduce power outages.  

 Encouraging “right of way” maintenance programs for power lines and pipelines to remove 

burnable debris and trees that could create natural gas, oil, and power outages.  

 Extending water lines and hydrants to combat fires.  

 

Reducing Hazards Impact on Existing Buildings and Infrastructure 

Some of the mitigation actions in this plan that reduce impact on existing buildings and 

infrastructure include:  

 Retrofitting structures to reduce high wind loss  

 Burying existing power lines to reduce outages  

 Improving drainage capacity of canals and ditches  
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 Installing emergency generators in critical government and special needs structures  

 Clearing public utility power line “right of way”  

 

Project List Update  
After reviewing the original list of mitigation projects seen in the 2006 Blount County Hazard 

Mitigation Plan, the mitigation committee has determined since it’s been a significant lapse in 

time since the previous update that’s its best to start over in determining the appropriate 

mitigation projects for Blount County. Additionally, the majority of the listed “mitigation” 

projects were actually “preparedness” projects or related to man-made disasters. Preparedness 

projects assist people to react or respond more efficiently to threats (example: putting a fire 

extinguisher in a room so someone could use it to react to a fire threat) whereas mitigation 

projects are meant to be long-term projects that utilize the built environment in a way that 

doesn’t necessarily require people to react because the project itself does the reacting 

(example: putting fire retardant material in the walls of a room).  Blount County has thus 

decided to delete those preparedness projects and not include them in the updated mitigation 

action list. These projects will still be worked on in the community, just not through the means 

of mitigation planning. Appendix 8 provides the projects/actions that were included in the 2006 

Blount County Hazard Mitigation Plan.  

National Flood Insurance Program Compliance  
The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) is a pre-disaster flood hazard mitigation and 

insurance protection program which has reduced the increasing cost of disasters. The intent of 

the program is to: require new and substantially improved structures be designed and 

constructed to minimize or eliminate future flood damage; provide floodplain residents and 

business owners with financial insurance assistance in the form of insurance after floods; and it 

transfers most of the cost of private property flood losses from the taxpayers to floodplain 

property owners through flood insurance premiums.  Participation in the NFIP is based on an 

agreement between communities and FEMA.  

Currently Blount County unincorporated, the City of Alcoa, City of Friendsville, Town of 

Louisville, City of Maryville, Town of Rockford and City of Townsend are NFIP participants. Below 

are two charts that give an overview of NFIP policy and loss data for Blount County.  

NFIP Policy Data for Blount County 

Jurisdiction 
Policies In-

Force 

Insurance In-Force 

Whole $ 

Written Premium In-

Force 

City of Alcoa 26 6,474,300 35,744 

Blount County 

Unincorporated 

191 45,023,900 174,091 

City of Friendsville 2 114,500 1,420 

Town of Louisville 11 3,629,000 6,042 
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City of Maryville 71 15,649,300 56,444 

Town of Rockford 2 544,000 1,136 

City of Townsend 25 3,838,400 36,169 

POLICIES IN-FORCE: NUMBER OF NFIP FLOOD INSURANCE POLICIES 

INSURANCE IN-FORCE WHOLE $: VALUE OF BUILDING AND CONTENTS INSURED BY THE NFIP 

WRITTEN PREMIUM IN-FORCE: TOTAL PREMIUMS PAID FOR NFIP INSURANCE POLICIES 

 

 

NFIP Loss Data for Blount County 

Jurisdiction 
Total 

Losses 

Closed 

Losses 
Open Losses 

CWOP 

Losses 

Total 

Payments 

City of Alcoa 6 4 0 2 742,666.09 

Blount County 

Unincorporated 

13 11 0 2 111,529.68 

City of Maryville 9 6 0 3 67,039.33 

City of Townsend 1 0 0 1 .00 

TOTAL LOSSES: NUMBER OF FLOOD INSURANCE CLAIMS FILLED BY POLICYHOLDERS 

 CLOSED LOSSES: NUMBER OF FLOOD INSURANCE CLAIMS PAID TO POLICYHOLDERS 

 OPEN LOSSES: CLAIMS THAT ARE STILL BEING PROCESSED 

 CWOP LOSSES: CLAIMS THAT WERE “CLOSED WITHOUT PAYMENT” 

 TOTAL PAYMENTS: TOTAL DOLLARS PAID TO POLICYHOLDERS 

According to the National Flood Insurance Program, repetitive flood loss is defined as a facility 

or structure that has experienced two or more insurance claims of at least $1,000 in any given 

10 year period since 1978.  Within the NFIP, repetitive flood loss properties are usually 

considered the most vital structures to mitigate. The chart below provides a summary of 

repetitive losses for the Blount County. 

 

Repetitive Loss Properties for Blount County 

Jurisdiction 
Type of 
Structure 

Flood 
Zone 

Number 
of Losses 

Total Building 
Payment 

Total Contents 
Payment 

Total Paid 

Walland Single Family X 2 $5,165.83 0 $5,165.83 

Maryville Single Family X 2 $3,039.00 $2,599.05 $5,638.05 

Maryville Single Family X 2 $47,299.09 $10,360.53 $57,659.62 
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To continue compliance with the NFIP, the jurisdictions have identified, analyzed, and prioritized 

three mitigation strategies to stay active with the program.  

1. Continue to evaluate improved standards that are proven to reduce flood damage. 

2. Maintaining supplies of FEMA/NFIP materials to help homeowners evaluate measures 

to reduce damage. 

3. Maintaining a map of areas that flood frequently and prioritizing those areas for 

inspection immediately following heavy rains or flooding event.  

 

Section 5: Plan Maintenance 

Monitoring, Evaluating, and Updating 
The Blount County Hazard Mitigation Committee is designated to monitor and evaluate the 

mitigation plan. This committee is chaired by Blount County Emergency Management who leads 

the monitoring, evaluating, and updating process.  

Monitoring activities will involve Blount County Emergency Management setting up a 

committee meeting to be held on an annual basis. Blount County Emergency Management will 

prepare a brief annual report of the meeting’s findings by addressing mitigation progress and 

shortfalls within the county. 

The plan is to be evaluated annually and after any significant disaster causing human, 

infrastructure, and property losses.  Following each annual informal evaluation of the plan by 

emergency management staff, any proposed revisions or recommendations will be brought 

before the Mitigation Committee to be incorporated into the plan.  Potential updates to the 

plan will address changes to the hazard assessment, the repetitive loss list, the committee 

membership list, and the project priority list. 

The plan will be formally updated every five years in accordance to 44 CFR 201.6(d)3, which 

states that the plan shall be reviewed, revised, and resubmitted for approval within five years to 

continue eligibility for hazard mitigation grant funding.  For the next five year update, Blount 

County Emergency Management will notify the jurisdictional governments and the Blount 

County Hazard Mitigation Committee approximately one year prior to the plan’s expiration date. 

The review of the plan will include updating the planning process, the hazard profiles, the risk 

assessment, the vulnerability assessment, the mitigation strategies, and the plan maintenance 

descriptions.   

The five year plan update will also include soliciting other interested persons/agencies to join 

the Mitigation Committee and a review of what has been accomplished in the past 5 years.  The 

Blount County Hazard Mitigation Committee’s goal is to have at least five meetings within this 
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time span; dates, public notices, and objectives for these meetings will be determined by Blount 

County Emergency Management.  

The October Local Emergency Planning Committee meeting will be our annual opportunity to do 

a status update on all mitigation projects. 

Five months prior to the plan’s expiration date, Blount County Emergency Management will 

submit the revised plan to the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency for preliminary 

review. Upon approval by the state, TEMA will submit the updated plan to FEMA for review.  

Once Blount County has attained the designation of the plan’s approval pending adoption, each 

jurisdiction will adopt the plan through a resolution within a year.    

Incorporation into Planning Mechanisms 
By incorporating the Blount County Hazard Mitigation Plan into other planning documents and 

mechanisms, information contained in the mitigation plan can help fill-in missing gaps in existing 

documents, can contribute to already existing mitigation-based projects, and can create a 

strengthened stance of mitigation implementation and awareness within the county and its 

jurisdictions. 

Some of the mechanisms that the Blount County Hazard Mitigation Plan could be incorporated 

into include: 

 Blount County Basic Emergency Operations Plan (BEOP) 

 Zoning Ordinances 

 Floodplain Ordinances 

 Subdivision Regulations 

 Blount County School Safety Plan 

 Blount Memorial Hospital Emergency Plan 

The process of incorporating the hazard mitigation plan into other plans will begin during the 

other plan’s update cycles.  

Each jurisdiction has full authority through their charters to expand programs, policies and their 

use of resources. They each have their own individual processes and mechanisms to draft, review 

and approve said policies, programs and use of resources.  

Entities that with authority to carry out mitigation strategies include the councils and 

commissions and/or boards of aldermen in each jurisdiction; the Blount County Planning 

Commission, the Blount County Development Services (Building and Safety Codes); City of 

Alcoa Planning and Codes and the City of Maryville Building and Codes. 

Blount County Emergency Management will first review the plans side-by-side, and where 

deemed necessary, Emergency Management will make notes on how mitigation concepts and 

actions can be incorporated into the other plans.  These recommendations will be submitted to 

the lead agencies of the other planning mechanisms for them to place relevant information 

within the documents.   
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In the past few years, information from the original Blount County Hazard Mitigation Plan has 

been incorporated into the Blount County Basic Emergency Operations Plan (BEOP) (This 

method of incorporation roughly followed the described process stated above.) 

 

Policies, People and Priorities: 

The City of Townsend collects their portion of the state sales tax but the local government does not 

charge a property tax. They have a Planning Commission and utilize the East Tennessee Development 

District to serve as administrator for planning. Their building codes adhere to the International 

Building Code. The city’s decision-making body is the Board of Commissioners and Mayor and they 

would be responsible, along with the Blount County School Board in cases where a project was on 

school property, for facilitating any hazard mitigation projects in the City of Townsend. 

 

The Town of Rockford collects their portion of the state sales tax but the local government does not 

charge a property tax. They have a Planning Commission and utilize the East Tennessee Development 

District to serve as administrator for planning. Their building codes adhere to the International 

Building Code. The city’s decision-making body is the City Commission, which is composed of the 

mayor and two commissioners, would be responsible, along with the Blount County School Board in 

cases where a project was on school property,  for facilitating any hazard mitigation in the Town of 

Rockford. 

 

The Town of Louisville collects their portion of the state sales tax but the local government does not 

charge a property tax. They have a Planning Commission and utilize the Blount County Development 

Department as administrator for planning. Their building codes adhere to the International Building 

Code. The town’s decision-making body is the Board of Mayor and Alderman and they would be 

responsible, along with the Blount County School Board in cases where a project was on school 

property, for facilitating any hazard mitigation projects in the Town of Louisville. 

 

The City of Alcoa collects their own property tax and also collects their portion of the state sales tax. 

They have a planning commission and their own administrator/staff for planning. Their building 

codes adhere to the International Building Code. The city’s decision-making body is the Alcoa City 

Commission and they, along with the Alcoa City School Board in cases where a project was on school 

property, for facilitating any hazard mitigation projects in the City of Alcoa. 

 

Blount County (Unincorporated) collects a property tax as well as the county’s portion of the state 

sales tax. The county has a planning commission as well as a county planner who works out of the 

Development Department. Blount County’s building codes adhere to the International Building Code. 

The county’s legislative body is the Blount County Commission and the county’s executive body is the 

Blount County Mayor. The Blount County Commission and Blount County Mayor, as well as the 

Blount County School Board in cases where a project was on school property, are responsible for 

facilitating any hazard mitigation projects in unincorporated Blount County. 
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The Town of Friendsville does not collect property tax and they collect the local portion of the state 

sales tax.  

They have a Planning Commission and utilize the East Tennessee Development District to serve as 

administrator for planning. Their building codes adhere to the International Building Code and Blount 

County Codes Department enforces those codes. The city’s decision-making body is the City 

Commission, which is composed of the mayor, vice mayor and four commissioners, would be 

responsible, along with the Blount County School Board in cases where a project was on school 

property,  for facilitating any hazard mitigation project in the Town of Friendsville 

 

The City of Maryville collects their own property tax and also collects their portion of the state sales 

tax. They have a planning commission and their own administrator/staff for planning. Their building 

codes adhere to the International Building Code. The city’s decision-making body is the Maryville City 

Council and they, along with the Maryville City School Board in cases where a project was on school 

property, would be responsible for facilitating any hazard mitigation projects in the City of Maryville. 

 

 

Blount County Legal and Regulatory Capabilities Summary 

 Capabilities 
Blount 
County 

Alcoa Friendsville Louisville Maryville Rockford Townsend 

1 Building Codes Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

2 
Emergency 

Operations Plan Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

3 
Economic 

Development Plan Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

4 
Capital 

Improvements Plan Y Y N Y Y N N 

5 
Stormwater 

Management 
Ordinance 

Y Y Y Y Y N Y 

6 
Zoning Management 

Ordinance Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

7 
Subdivision 
Ordinance Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

8 
Erosion Management 

Ordinance Y Y Y Y Y N Y 

9 
Current Floodplain 

Map Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

10 
Floodplain 

Management 
Ordinance 

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

11 NFIP Community Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

12 
National Flood 

Insurance Join Date 6/12/07 1/08/72 5/03/07 1/08/72 12/07/71 08/01/95 6/18/76 

13 
NFIP Community 

Number 470356 475421 407302 475421 475439 470320 470281 

14 Wildfire Ordinance N N N N N N N 

15 Zoning Ordinances Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
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Continued Public Participation 
The Blount County Mitigation Committee will strive to involve the public in future mitigation 

activities.  This will be accomplished by continuing to post Mitigation Committee Meeting dates 

in the local newspaper, by attempting to have a public mitigation meeting once a year, by 

providing public access to copies of the Blount County Hazard Mitigation Plan in the local 

emergency management office, and by soliciting other interested persons to participate in the 

mitigation planning process.  By implementing these methods, the public will have an 

opportunity to comment on the plan during the update drafting stage and prior to plan 

approval.    
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Appendix 1: Attendance Sheets Meeting 1/Notes from 
Hazard Mitigation Planning Team Meeting and Hazard 
Vulnerability Assessment Meetings: 
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Appendix 2: Attendance Sheet Meeting 2 
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Appendix 3: Attendance Sheet Meeting 3 
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Appendix 4: Public Notice Meeting 1 
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Appendix 5: Public Notice Meeting 2 
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Appendix 6: Flood Insurance Rate Maps for Blount 
County 
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Appendix 7: HAZUS Flood Model for Blount County 
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Appendix 8: 2005 Project List  
Below are mitigation projects proposed in 2005 and the status of each is listed in the “Action/Project 
Description” box. 
 

Action Action/Project 
Description 

Jurisdiction Responsibility Estimated 
Cost 

Estimated 
Benefit 

1.1 All municipalities will 
continue to 
participate in the 
National Flood 
Insurance Program 
(NFIP). 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend, 
NFIS 

Blount Co. 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, Blount 
County Government, 
City of Alcoa, City of 
Friendsville, Town of 
Louisville, City of 
Maryville, Town of 
Rockford, City of 
Townsend 

*** *** 

Status: All municipalities and the county continue to participate in the National Flood 
Insurance Program. 

1.2 Warning systems 
must be 
implemented as 
there is slight 
warning time due to 
flash flooding.  

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County, City 
of Alcoa, City of 
Maryville, City of 
Friendsville, Town of 
Louisville, Town of 
Rockford, City of 
Townsend, National 
Park Service 

*** *** 

Status: As of January of 2018, the county has access to the Integrated Public Alert Warning 
System. County also has access to US Geological Survey electronic river gauge with 15-
minute updates on water level/speeds. 

1.3 Regulations need to 
be adopted and 
enforced to prohibit 
development in 
flood plain areas 
within the county 
and all jurisdictions. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County, City 
of Alcoa, City of 
Friendsville, Town of 
Louisville, Town of 
Rockford, City of 
Townsend 

*** *** 

Status: Those regulations have been adopted by the Blount County commission. 
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1.4 Plans need to be 
developed to keep 
pace with rapid 
growth in the county 
as current land has 
become 
impermeable due to 
development which 
increases the rate of 
runoff.  

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County, City 
of Alcoa, City of 
Friendsville, Town of 
Louisville, Town of 
Rockford, City of 
Townsend 

*** *** 

Status: Plans have been developed and are maintained by the County Development 
Department. 

1.5 Identify and 
inventory all mobile 
homes located in 
flood plain areas. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County, City 
of Alcoa, City of 
Maryville, City of 
Friendsville, Town of 
Louisville, Town of 
Rockford, City of 
Townsend 

25,000 100,000 

1.6 Secure funding to 
purchase private 
land in Rockford 
surrounding the dam 
to increase security, 
and control 
accessibility. 

Blount County, 
Town of 
Rockford 

Blount County, Town 
of Rockford 

Cost not 
available 

Cost not 
available 

Status: The Koella family owns the property and allows access so there is no need to 
purchase land. 

1.7 Protect the 
structural integrity 
of Blount County’s 
park areas, 
wetlands, steep 
slopes, floodplains, 
and other 
environmentally 
sensitive areas. 

County 
governments, 
parks and 
recreation  

Blount County and 
Foothills 
Conservancy 

20,000 1,000,000 

Status: The county government, Maryville Alcoa Blount County Parks and Recreation and 
Foothills Land Conservancy continue this project. 

1.8 Ensure that future 
development in the 
county is as “hazard 
proof” as possible by 
insuring future 
planning reduces 
hazards.  

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County, City 
of Alcoa, City of 
Maryville, City of 
Friendsville, Town of 
Louisville, Town of 
Rockford, City of 
Townsend 

  

Status: The county and cities work together to ensure development is as hazard-proof as 
possible. 
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1.9 Continue the  
collaborative 
planning which was 
begun during the 
development of this 
document and 
compatible 
regulatory controls 
between the county 
and communities to 
promote 
infrastructure 
development 
practices that reduce 
the potential for 
flooding and 
property damage. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County, City 
of Alcoa, City of 
Maryville, City of 
Friendsville, Town of 
Louisville, Town of 
Rockford, City of 
Townsend 

500 1,000,000 

Status: The county and cities work together to ensure development reduces potential for 
flooding. 

1.1 Ensure that new 
dams or upgrades to 
the dams are 
constructed using 
methods and 
procedures that 
comply with the 
national dam safety 
hazard reduction 
initiative.  

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville 

TVA, U.S. Corps of 
Engineers, TDEC 

  

Status: No new dams have been constructed since the 2005 hazard mitigation plan was 
adopted. 

1.11 Evaluate storm 
water runoff and 
redirect areas which 
are identified as 
continual flooding 
areas.  

Town of 
Rockford 

Town of Rockford 50,000 200,000 

Status: New culverts and drains have been installed and project is ongoing. 

1.12 Encourage 
development of 
acquisition and 
management 
strategies to 
preserve open space 
for flood mitigation 
and water quality in 
the floodplain.  

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
other smaller 
jurisdictions 

Blount County, City 
of Alcoa, City of 
Maryville, other 
smaller jurisdictions 

100 500,000 

Status: Project is ongoing. 
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1.13 Encourage 
development of a 
plan to deal with 
groundwater and 
sewage 
contamination in 
event of flood 
events.  

Louisville Louisville, State of 
Tennessee, Blount 
County 

100 1,000,000 

Status: Project is ongoing. 

2.1 Utilize the 
Emergency Alert 
System (EAS) and 
the IPAWS system to 
provide storm 
warning.  

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Emergency 
Management, 911 

0 100,000 

Status: Blount County began contracting with Civic Ready in January, 2018, for direct access 
to the IPAWS network. 

2.3 Standardize and 
enforce the 
regulations for 
mobile home tie-
downs for Blount 
County, City of 
Alcoa, City of 
Maryville and all 
smaller jurisdictions. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

State of Tennessee.   

Status: Project is ongoing. 

2.4 Identify all mobile 
home parks located 
within Blount 
County, City of 
Maryville, City of 
Alcoa, which do not 
provide safe rooms 
within the park. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County, City 
of Alcoa, City of 
Maryville, City of 
Friendsville, Town of 
Louisville, Town of 
Rockford, City of 
Townsend 

  

Status: Project ongoing - County Property Assessor has identified all mobile homes in the 
county, but not the status of whether any have safe rooms. 

2.5 Explore funding for 
building a safe room 
in Townsend at the 
Visitors Center. 

Townsend Blount County 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, City of 
Townsend 

  

Status: Project ongoing. 
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2.6 Promote inclusion of 
tornado/severe wind 
shelters (safe rooms) 
in new construction 
of public buildings.  

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Planning 
departments, Blount 
County, City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
Blount County 
Emergency 
Management Agency 

1000 1,000,000 

Status: Project ongoing. 

2.9 Encourage electrical 
utilities to use 
underground 
construction 
methods utilizing 
separate trenches 
where possible to 
reduce power 
outages from severe 
winter storms. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County, City 
of Alcoa, City of 
Maryville, City of 
Friendsville, Town of 
Louisville, Town of 
Rockford, City of 
Townsend 

100 500,000 

Status: Project ongoing. 

3.7 Continue rigid 
enforcement of 
existing fire and 
electrical codes.  

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

All Jurisdictional 
Planning & Zoning 
Departments 

75,000 millions 

Status: Project ongoing. 

4.2 Continue the 
partnership between 
fire departments 
and the Division of 
Forestry. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County Fire 
Commission, Division 
of Forestry via the 16 
county mutual aid 
plan, Townsend Fire 
Department 

0 50,000 

Status: Project ongoing. 

4.3 Improve accessibility 
to mountainous 
areas by widening 
unimproved roads. 
Emergency and fire 
trucks cannot 
currently reach 
those in need.  

Blount County, 
City of 
Townsend, State 
of Tennessee 

Highway 
Department, Town of 
Louisville 

  

Status: As of October, 2017, while many roads have been upgraded, this is ongoing goal for 
the Blount County Highway Department. 
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4.7 Provide wild land 
firefighting 
equipment to all fire 
departments in the 
county. 

Blount County, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

All Jurisdictional 
Governments 

100,000 100,000 

Status: Project ongoing. 

7.3 Create a secure site 
for emergency 
operations.  

City of Alcoa, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County, City 
of Alcoa, City of 
Maryville and smaller 
jurisdictions, 
Emergency 
Management. 

0 100,000 

Status: The Blount County Emergency Operations Center opened in 2010 when the new 
Blount County E-911 Communications Center opened. 

7.4 Develop a 
coordinated 
communications 
system in time of 
emergency with the 
Blount County 
schools, City of 
Maryville schools, 
and City of Alcoa 
Schools, Blount 
County Health 
Department and 
Blount County 
health department. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County 
schools, City of 
Maryville schools, 
City of Alcoa Schools, 
Blount County Health 
Department and 
Blount County health 
department. 

10,000 60,000 

Status:  In 2016 – 17, EMA purchased licenses and did training with all these entities to use 
the ReadyOp digital communications system to foster interoperability. 

8.1 Partner with 
volunteer and 
emergency response 
agencies to post 
monthly notices of 
training available to 
citizens. 

Blount County Emergency 
Management, 
American Red Cross 

500 25,000 

Status: Project ongoing. 
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8.6 Provide weather 
spotter classes to 
Blount County 
citizens and school 
personnel.  

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

National Weather 
Service, Emergency 
Management 

500 100,000 

Status: In 2016 and 2017, the National Weather Service partnered with Emergency 
Management to host an annual weather spotter class. 

8.7 Promote and 
encourage the use of 
NOAA weather 
radios in all homes, 
businesses, and 
critical/vulnerable 
facilities.  

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

National Weather 
Service, Blount 
County Emergency 
Management 
Agency, American 
Red Cross 

500 1,000,000 

Status: Project ongoing. 

8.14 Assist fire 
departments in 
obtaining grants to 
purchase materials 
and equipment to 
enhance fire 
prevention 
programs. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County 
Emergency 
Management Agency 

5,000 100,000 

Status: Project has been very successful and is ongoing.  

8.15 Publish news articles 
to promote wildfire 
awareness.  

Blount County, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Division of Forestry, 
Blount County Fire 
Department 

500 100,000 

Status: Beginning in September, 2017, Blount County Mayor Ed Mitchell hosted community 
meetings to brief residents on plans and resources to prevent and/or respond to wildfires. 
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8.24 Designate 
management of the 
Blount County 
Mitigation Plan and 
associated 
consideration of 
natural, weather-
related hazards and 
hazard mitigation 
actions to the Blount 
County Hazard 
Mitigation Planning 
Committee.  

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount Co. 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, Planning, 
City and County 
Governments 
assigned 
departments 

25,000 1,000,000 

Status: This committee will reconvene at the Local Emergency Planning committee meeting 
every October for the purpose of revising, updating, or otherwise managing the Blount 
County Hazard Mitigation Plan, thus maintaining the County’s eligibility for hazard 
mitigation grant funding. 

8.25 Coordinate, 
upgrade, and make 
accessible current 
and additional early 
warning strategies 
into a 
comprehensive 
warning system for 
evacuation and 
sheltering in place. A 
comprehensive 
system will include 
warning systems to 
address persons 
indoors and 
outdoors and also 
include public 
education as to how 
to interpret warning 
system information 
and what should be 
done in the event of 
an emergency.  

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Emergency 
Management 

50,000 15,000,000 

Status: In September, 2017, Blount County submitted an MOU with FEMA to have direct 
access to the IPAWS system to issue text alerts to residents and visitors throughout the 
county. A digital license with FEMA was obtained in December of 2017 and the system went 
live in January, 2018. 
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8.26 Seek immediate 
funding to provide 
all unequipped 
health care facilities, 
schools, day care 
facilities, assisted 
living facilities, 
emergency 
management 
facilities, and other 
critical facilities with 
NOAA certified 
weather radios. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Emergency 
Management, 
Tennessee 
Emergency 
Management Agency 
(TEMA), and EMS, 
City governments 

50,000 500,000 

Status: Project ongoing. 

8.27 Review annually and 
post disaster 
occurrence and 
revise the Blount 
County Emergency 
Operations Plans. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount Co. 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, Blount 
County Government, 
All jurisdictions, 
American Red Cross, 
Blount Co Health 
Department 

10,000 100,000 

Status: Blount County Emergency Management updated the Basic Emergency Operations 
Plan in 2015 and will update it again in 2020. 

8.28 Develop, maintain 
and revise annually a 
countywide 
comprehensive 
NIMS typed 
resources inventory. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County 
Emergency 
Management Agency 

20,000 1,000,000 

Status: Project is ongoing. 

8.31 Encourage adoption 
of the National 
Incident 
Management 
System (NIMS) by all 
jurisdictions and/or 
the continued use of 
by Maryville. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County 
Emergency 
Management Agency 

1000 2,000,000 

Status: Project is ongoing. 
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8.32 Schedule and 
conduct incident 
command training 
annually for all fire, 
EMS, rescue and law 
enforcement 
personnel as a pre-
requisite for 
National Incident 
Management 
System (NIMS) 
training. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County 
Emergency 
Management Agency 

400,000 2,000,000 

Status: Project is ongoing.  

8.33 Schedule and 
conduct National 
Incident 
management System 
(NIMS) training 
annually. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County 
Emergency 
Management Agency 

150,000 2,000,000 

Status: Project is ongoing.  

8.34 Conduct annual 
tabletop and/or full-
scale disaster 
exercises involving 
all emergency 
response agencies. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
smaller 
jurisdictions 

Blount County 
Emergency 
Management Agency 

20,000 100,000 

Status: Blount County Emergency Management works with all agencies on at least three 
exercises annually. 

8.36 Conduct annual 
tabletop disaster 
exercises involving 
all county, city and 
other not for profit 
agencies involved in 
emergency 
management, 
evacuation, and 
sheltering. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, all 
governmental 
agencies, American 
Red Cross, not for 
profits 

20,000 1,000,000 

Status: Blount County Emergency Management works with all agencies on at least three 
exercises annually.  
 
 
 
 



 

_________________________________ 
Blount County, TN 
Hazard Mitigation Plan 
March 2018 Update         153 

8.37 Continue to activate 
the Emergency Alert 
System (EAS) and 
the IPAWS as 
needed.  

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County 
Emergency 
Management Agency 

0 500,000 

Status: Blount County Emergency Management tests the IPAWS and ReadyOp systems 
monthly. 

8.38 Enhanced 
coordination of 
operations between 
different parts of 
local government, 
city and county that 
focus on emergency 
management and 
operations for a 
natural disaster or 
man-made 
emergency 
mitigation or 
response. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Planning, City and 
County 
Governments, Blount 
County Emergency 
Management Agency 

10,000 1,000,000 

 Status: Project 
ongoing. 

    

8.39 Enhanced written 
and oral 
communication 
plans to expand the 
interface with the 
military resources 
for mitigation and 
response. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County 
Emergency 
Management Agency 

5000 50,000 

Status: As of October, 2017, Blount County was working closely with the leadership at 
McGhee Tyson Air National Guard Base on a variety of projects/initiatives. 

8.4 Secure funding for a 
multi-frequency 
communication 
trunking system.  

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
and City of 
Maryville 

Blount County 
Emergency 
Management Agency 

Depends 
on number 
of trunks 
required 

 

Status: As of October, 2017, most of the first responder agencies in Blount County had 
access to the 800 mhz Tennessee Valley System. All agencies also had access to the 
ReadyOp digital communications system. 
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8.41 Strengthen multi-
jurisdictional 
cooperation and 
communication 
among local 
governments, 
emergency services 
agencies, and 
entities responsible 
for critical and 
vulnerable facilities. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County 
Emergency 
Management Agency 

0 100,000 

Status: Blount County Emergency Management uses ReadyOp digital communications 
system to keep everyone on the same page. 

8.42 Educate the public 
on personal and 
family disaster 
planning including 
shelter in place, 
evacuation, disaster 
kits and sources of 
information. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, Tennessee 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, American 
Red Cross Blount 
County Chapter 

200 50,000 

 Status: Project 
ongoing. 

    

8.48 Continue to facilitate 
LEPC meetings and 
exercises on a 
regularly scheduled 
basis. 

Blount County 
Sheriff’s 
Department, 
Maryville Police 
Department, 
Alcoa Police 
Department, 
Blount County 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency 

Blount County 
Sheriff’s Department, 
Maryville Police 
Department, Alcoa 
Police Department, 
Blount County 
Emergency 
Management Agency 

500 100,000 

Status: Our LEPC is growing. This project ongoing.  

8.5 Develop public and 
private partnerships 
to implement 
mitigation actions in 
all cities, 
jurisdictions and 
throughout Blount 
County. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County, City 
of Alcoa, City of 
Maryville, City of 
Friendsville, Town of 
Louisville, Town of 
Rockford, City of 
Townsend 

100 500,000 

Status: Project is ongoing.  
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8.51 Continue to monitor 
and evaluate 
hazardous roads and 
possible flooding 
areas identified in 
Louisville in 2005-06. 

Town of 
Louisville 

Town of Louisville 500 1,000,000 

Status: Blount County Highway Department and Town of Louisville officials continue to 
monitor and evaluate road conditions. 

8.52 Install storm warning 
alerts at the boat 
docks: Louisville 
Point and Poland 
Creek Campground. 

Town of 
Louisville 

Town of Louisville 114,000  

Status: This project has not been completed. 

8.53 Replace warning and 
name signs such as 
school signs and stop 
signs in Louisville. 

Town of 
Louisville 

Town of Louisville 25 at 200 
each total 
5000 

 

Status: Town of Louisville has updated many of their signs and installed a new flashing light 
in the school zone. Project is ongoing. 

8.54 Install 3 traffic lights 
in Louisville.  

Town of 
Louisville 

Town of Louisville 150,000  

Status: A round about was built at Louisville Road, Miser Station and Mentor Road and a 
flashing light was installed at Louisville and Topside roads. 

9.1 Improve and 
upgrade all county, 
city and municipal 
buildings evacuation 
plans. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, American 
Red Cross 

1000 500,000 

Status: Project is ongoing. 

9.2 Improve and 
upgrade all county, 
city and municipal 
buildings shelter in 
place plans. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, American 
Red Cross 

500 500,000 

Status: Blount County Emergency Management works with the safety teams at all three 
school systems for planning and incident response. 
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9.3 Partner with 
volunteer agencies, 
the American Red 
Cross, county 
schools, churches to 
provide additional 
shelter facilities in 
rural areas. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount Co. 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, The 
American Red Cross 

35,000 100,000 

Status: Blount County Emergency Management partners with American Red Cross for 
emergency sheltering and with Chilhowee Baptist Association/First Baptist Church of 
Maryville for homeless warming centers during the winter. 

9.4 Cooperate with the 
American Red Cross, 
Blount County 
Chapter to annually 
update the list of 
approved emergency 
shelters. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount Co. 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, The 
American Red Cross 

  

 

9.5 Assist in finding 
funding sources to 
equip rural shelter 
facilities. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount Co. 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, American 
Red Cross 

2,000 50,000 

 

9.6 Evaluate schools and 
other public 
buildings for their 
suitability to serve as 
emergency 
evacuation shelters. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount Co. 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, Blount 
County Government, 
All jurisdictions, 
American Red Cross, 
Blount Co Health 
Department 

1,000 200,000 

Status: American Red Cross has evaluated schools and other buildings and made a list of 
facilities they will use as shelters. 
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9.7 Upgrade all shelter 
and evacuation plans 
for Blount County 
annually. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount Co. 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, Tennessee 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, Blount 
County Government, 
American Red Cross 
Blount County 
Chapter 

500 50,000 

Status: Project is ongoing. 

9.8 Form a task force to 
include the local 
veterinarians, UT Vet 
School, Blount 
County Health 
Department, the 
humane society, pet 
rescue groups, East 
Tennessee Regional 
Health Department, 
American Red Cross 
to address the issue 
of pet evacuations 
and sheltering.  

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Local veterinarians, 
UT Vet School, the 
humane society, 
Blount County Health 
Department, 
American Red Cross, 
TEMA. 

100 500,000 

Status: As of October, 2017, Emergency Management partnered with Blount County 
Agricultural Extension to get Disaster Animal Response Training. 

9.9 Conduct annual 
inspections of 
designated shelters 
to assess the 
vulnerability of 
buildings to high 
winds (including 
debris impact), 
flooding, 
earthquakes, and 
other natural 
hazards.  

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, Code 
Departments, 
Tennessee 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, Blount 
County Health 
Department, Blount 
Memorial Hospital, 
East TN Regional 
Health Department, 
Blount County 
Building Inspections, 
all fire departments, 
Blount County 
Chapter American 
Red Cross 

2,000 2,000,000 

Status: As of October, 2017, Emergency Management also worked with American Red Cross 
to ensure shelters were accessible for individuals with disabilities. 
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9.1 Develop 
recommendations to 
enable shelters to 
provide the 
necessary protection 
for their occupants. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

Blount County 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, Tennessee 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, Blount 
County Health 
Department, Blount 
Memorial Hospital, 
East TN Regional 
Health Department, 
Blount County 
Building Inspections, 
all fire departments, 
Blount County 
Chapter American 
Red Cross 

10,000 500,000 

Status: Project is ongoing. 

9.11 Develop and/or 
continue emergency 
preparedness 
educational 
programs to enable 
families to prepare 
for emergencies and 
sheltering in place. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

All units of 
government, Blount 
County Emergency 
Management 
Agency, American 
Red Cross Blount 
County Chapter, 
Blount County Health 
Department 

3,000 500,000 

Status: Project is ongoing. 

9.12 Instruct families and 
individuals to be 
proactive and 
prepare for disasters 
by having a two 
week supply of 
water, foods and 
medication on hand 
in event of disaster. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville, 
City of 
Friendsville, 
Town of 
Louisville, Town 
of Rockford, City 
of Townsend 

All units of 
government, Blount 
County Emergency 
Management 
Agency, American 
Red Cross, Blount 
County Health 
Department, Blount 
Memorial Hospital, 
Blount County 
Schools, City of Alcoa 
Schools, City of 
Maryville Schools, 
local churches and 
religious 
organizations 

  

Status: Project is ongoing. 

9.13 Replace and widen 
the one lane 
overpass/road 
leading to William 
Blount High School.  

Blount County Public works, roads, 
school system 
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Status: As of October, 2017, this project remains a priority according to the Blount County 
Highway Department. 

9.14 Widen roads leading 
thru Townsend to 
the Great Smoky 
Mountains National 
Park (GSMNP). 

State of 
Tennessee, 
Blount Co. 

Public works, 
highway department, 
TDOT 

  

Status: This project has been completed. 

9.15 Develop contingency 
plans if an 
evacuation is 
required at 
International 
Jobbers and the 
bridge is out in 
Alcoa. 

City of Alcoa 
Police, City of 
Alcoa Fire, 
Planning 
Department City 
of Alcoa 

City of Alcoa Police, 
City of Alcoa Fire, 
Planning Department 
City of Alcoa 

100 50,000 

Status: Alcoa Fire and Police Department have contingency plans and depending on the 
weather and the amount of chemical leaking as to evacuate or shelter in place. The Alcoa 
First Baptist and Alcoa First United Methodist churches could be used for sheltering if 
needed. The schools in Alcoa could also be used if students not present. 

9.16 Update 
transportation plans 
for mass evacuations 
from the schools and 
other public 
facilities. 

Blount County, 
City of Alcoa, 
City of Maryville 
Schools 

Blount County, City 
of Alcoa, City of 
Maryville Schools, 
Blount County 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency, BEST 

10,000 1,000,000 

Status: Project is ongoing. 

9.17 Develop an effective 
procedure for 
evacuating the 
nursing home on 
High View Road, 
Riverwood and 
Helen McNabb 
facilities in Louisville.  

Louisville, Blount 
County 

Louisville, Blount 
County, Law 
enforcement, Blount 
County Emergency 
Management 

500 1,000,000 

Status: As of October, 2017, all nursing homes are required to have an emergency 
operations plan to include evacuation contingencies. 

9.18 Develop alternative 
evacuation routes in 
Louisville on Lowe’s 
Ferry Road. 

Louisville, Blount 
County 

Louisville, Blount 
County, Law 
enforcement, Blount 
County Emergency 
Management 

1,000 1,000,000 

Status: Project is ongoing. 

9.19 Update sheltering 
annually in 
Louisville. 

Louisville, Blount 
County, Blount 
Co Emergency 
Management 
Agency 

Louisville, Blount 
County, Blount 
County Emergency 
Management, 
American Red Cross 

  

Status: Project is ongoing. 
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Appendix 9: 2018 Adoptions and Resolutions 
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Appendix 10: Population Projections 
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Appendix 11: Rainfall/Flooding Record Information 
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